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Committee of Inquiry into Money Laundering, Tax Avoidance and Tax Evasion 
 
 

 

COORDINATORS' MEETING 
 

 

Tuesday, 28 November 2017 

9.00 - 10.00 

József Antall (JAN) - 4Q1 

Brussels 
 

 

Summary of Coordinators recommendations 

 

Present: 

Bureau:  Werner Langen (Chair) 

   Ana Gomes (1st Vice-Chair) 

   Pirkko Ruohonen-Lerner (2nd Vice-Chair) 

      

Coordinators: Dariusz Rosati (EPP Coordinator) 

   Peter Simon (S&D Coordinator) 

   Maite Pagazaurtundúa Ruiz (ALDE Coordinator) 

   Mat Carthy (GUE Substitute Coordinator) 

Sven Giegold (Greens  Coordinator) 

   Barbara Kappel (ENF Coordinator) 

       

Co-Rapporteurs: Jeppe Kofod (S&D) 

   Petr Jezek (ALDE) 
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A. Adoption of draft agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

B. Chairs’ announcements 

The Chair made the following announcements: 

 

 He shared some impressions on our experiences with the PANA 

Committee, with the Conference of Committee Chairs during the last 

plenary session. He received very positive feedback from fellow committee 

chairs, who congratulated us on our successful work over the last 18 

months. 

 During the December plenary, we will have the debate and the vote on 

the PANA work and the communications service (DG COMM) of the EP will 

organise a seminar for journalists on the PANA committee and on our 

work. Journalists will be invited to attend the plenary debate and a 

seminar on the Panama papers, and will meet with myself and the co-

rapporteurs on Tuesday 12 December, after the debate. 

ITEMS FOR  DISCUSSION 

 
C. Follow-up of the PANA Inquiry Report and the Recommendation 

The final report, as well as the draft recommendation, will be submitted to the 

Plenary for debate, and for the vote on the recommendation, at the Plenary of 

December in Strasbourg. As regard the recommendation, the deadline for tabling 

amendments to the Plenary is 6 December 2017 at 13.00. 

After a broad exchange of views the Coordinators decided to submit the following 

agreed recommendations to the Conference of Presidents (CoP): 

 Recommendation from the outgoing Parliament to the future 

incoming Parliament for the set-up of a permanent inquiry committee 

with a broad mandate in the European Parliament in the next 

legislative term , and a permanent ECON sub-committee on taxation (in 

addition) 

The work of the PANA committee, as well as of the EMIS committee, has 

shown that the inquiry and investigative powers and competences of the EP 

are reaching its limits, in particular with regard to the (lack of) access to 

confidential documents and the (lack of) right to subpoena witnesses. 

Furthermore, the process of setting-up a new inquiry committee each time in 

response to a revelation, scandal or incident is lengthy and cumbersome, and 

the EP each time risks losing political momentum in the process. 

In line with the EP’s legitimate ambition to increase its democratic scrutiny 

powers, and similar to other parliamentary assemblies (such as the US 

Congress or the UK House of Commons), it is suggested that the outgoing 

Parliament recommends to the future incoming Parliament to set-up a 

permanent inquiry committee in the next legislative term, and to equip it with 
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appropriate resources and competences. Obviously the area of competences 

of such a permanent inquiry committee would go beyond the area of taxation 

and anti-money laundering, and should be multi-disciplinary.  

Furthermore, PANA coordinators consider that the increased legislative and 

scrutiny activity in the area of EU tax policies would also justify the set-up of 

a permanent ECON sub-committee on taxation in the next mandate. This sub-

committee should however also be open to members from other committees 

than ECON (as it is already currently the case with the Human Rights and 

Security and Defence sub-committees under the Foreign Affairs committee). 

 Set-up of a temporary special committee during this mandate to 

follow-up on the work of the PANA committee, and to investigate the 

recent Paradise Papers revelations 

The Coordinators considered that in order to oversee the appropriate follow-

up of the PANA committee’s recommendations by other EU institutions and 

Member States, as well as to further investigate the recent Paradise Papers 

revelations, the work should continue in the form of a new temporary special 

committee. 

The future special committee should be set up as soon as possible, ideally as 

of January 2018, and last until the end of the mandate, i.e. spring 2019. 

 

D. Possible sanctions against entities who refused their participation 

to the work of the PANA Committee 

During the PANA Committee’s work, the committee encountered several occasion 

where persons, bodies or institutions refused to appear before the committee.  

A list of these persons, bodies or institutions will be included to the final report to 

be submitted for debate at the December plenary. 

The Coordinators tasked the Chair to send a letter to the Secretary General to 

proceed accordingly with the withdrawal of the EP access badges of 

representatives of the concerned entities and organisations. 

 
E. Ad-hoc LIBE/PANA delegation to Malta (30 November / 1st 

December 2017) 

 
The CoP decided on 26 October that a joint PANA-LIBE delegation shall visit Malta 

as a follow-up to the murder of the Maltese journalist and blogger Daphne 

Caruana Galizia, whom we met during our previous visit to Malta earlier this year.  

The delegation will be led by Ana Gomes 

The Coordinators took note of the draft programme of the mission. 

 
F. Any other business 
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